
An Open Letter from Catholic Bishops to the International Olympic Committee 

“If then my people, upon whom my name has been pronounced, humble themselves and 

pray, and seek my face and turn from their evil ways, I will hear them from heaven and 

pardon their sins and heal their land.”  

(2 Chr 7:14) 
 

With shock the world watched as the summer Olympics in Paris opened with a grotesque and 

blasphemous depiction of the Last Supper. It is hard to understand how the faith of over 2 billion 

people can be so casually and intentionally blasphemed.  

 

We, Catholic bishops from around the world, on behalf of Christians everywhere, demand that the 

Olympic Committee repudiate this blasphemous action and apologize to all people of faith. While 

it is hard to believe that such an intentionally hateful mockery of any other religion would be 

displayed on the world stage, this despicable action nonetheless threatens people of all faiths and 

of none, as it opens the door to those with power doing whatever they wish to people they do not 

like.  

 

In obedience to God’s call to humble ourselves in prayer and turn away from evil, we the 

undersigned commit to a day of prayer and fasting in reparation for this blasphemy. As part of our 

prayer, each of us will offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in which Christ’s Passion, death and 

Resurrection are made present to us by our obedience to the commandment he gave us at the Last 

Supper, “do this in memory of me.” 

 

The Last Supper was the meal that Jesus of Nazareth shared with his closest friends the night 

before he died for them, and for us. We pray that those who seek to harm others with their power, 

and those harmed, will imitate his self-sacrificial love, so that peace, decency and mutual respect 

may be restored in the world. 
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